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Hindu Sects.

We now pass on to the consideration of Hinduism
as it is. To a cursory observer it appears to be a com-
pact system, and the people are under the impression
that its doctrine and practice have always been what
they are to-day. They know of little change, and their
pundits have not excelled as historians. And as there
is no orthodox church persecuting those who differ, and
no mutual jealousies and rival factions, but a general
indifference regarding the beliefs of other people, one
may imagine that this has been the usual state of
affairs. But a closer examination shows that there is
as great diversity amongst the peoples of India as
amongst those of Christendom: the persecuting spirit
being absent because of the general want of earnestness
in matters of faith. They cannot proselytize, because
the blessings to be enjoyed through the Hindu religion
can only be obtained by those who are born in Hindu
families. Where the aboriginal tribes have been ab-
sorbed into the Hindu community, they form only the
very lowest caste, and have, as their chief hope, the
possibility of rising in future births into the higher and
more favoured ones. And so latitudinarian are the
leaders of Hindu society in this wicked age, the Kali
Yuga, that they believe they are only fulfilling the
prophecies of degeneration made centuries ago, when
they teach that it does not matter what a man believes
so long as he observes the rules of the particular caste
to which he may belong.

So far does the liberality of the Hindu go, that whilst
believing in the divine origin of his own religion, he will
admit that Mohamedanism and Christianity may be
given by the same Beiug. And further, that it is the
duty of all to continue in the system in which they
were born. In the shops are pictures on sale which